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43 

ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 EB-07 XMB-04 AID-05 IGA-02 /029 W 

033943 

R 172020Z AUG 76 
FM AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4416 
USDOC WASHDC 
INFO FAA WASHDC 

UNCLAS CARACAS 9965 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRN, EWWT, EAIR, VE 

SUBJECT: TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES IN ANDEAN REGION 

REE: CARACAS 9875 

1 . IN ADDITION TO THE FLUVIAL WATERWAY STUDY ON THE ORINOCO- 
APURE-ARAUCA RIVER COMPLEX, REPORTED BY REETEL, THE GOV INTENDS 

TO COMPLEMENT THE HIGHWAY NETWORK OF SOUTH-WESTERN ANDEAN REGION 
BY THE CONSTRUCTION OE A PORT AND OF AN INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT. 

2. THE MEASURES ARE BEING TAKEN IN VIEW OF THE RAPID AGRICULTURAL, 
INDUSTRIAL AND MINING DEVELOPMENTS IN THE AREA AND THE GOV’S 
DESIRE TO PROVIDE BETTER AND MORE FLEXIBLE TRANSPORTATION FACILI- 
TIES BETWEEN THE AREA AND THE REST OF THE COUNTRY. 

3. THE PORT IS TO BE BUILT NEAR LA CEIBA ON THE SOUTH-EASTERN 
BANK OF LAKE MARACAIBO. LA CEIBA HAS BEEN A SMALL PORT USED IN 
THE PAST MAINLY BY COEFEE EXPORTERS. THE PORT IS TO BE CONNECTED 
EVENTUALLY WITH THE INTENDED RAILROAD SYSTEM. 

4. THE DOMESTIC AIRPORT OF LA FRIA NEAR THE COLOMBIAN BORDER IS 
TO BE EQUIPPED AND ENLARGED TO BE CONVERTED TO AN INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT. WHILE IT IS NOT EXPECTED THAT INTERNATIONAL CARRIERS 
WILL PROVIDE SCHEDULED SERVICE TO THAT AIRPORT, AN INCREASE IN 
THE TOURISM FLOW TO THE ANDES IS HOPED FOR. HOWEVER, THE PRIMARY 
INTENTION IS TO HAVE THE AIRPORT AVAILABLE EOR INTERNATIONAL 
FREIGHT TRAEFIC AND FOR THE EXPECTED TRAEFIC ORIGINATING FROM 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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THE LARGE MINING DEVELOPMENTS AND OTHER PROJECTS IN THE AREA. 
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5. NO TIME SCHEDULE HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED EOR THE PORT OR EOR THE 
AIRPORT. 

VAKY 


UNCLASSIEIED 
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